DONALD
SELWYN
SUNDERLAND

1899-1919 Aged 20

Private 60056 12/13th Battalion Northumber-
land Fusiliers.

Donald Sunderland’s death, a consequence of the
wound he received during an attack on 8th October
1918, occurred exactly one year to the day after the
First World War ended. He was born in Thornton,
Bradford, on 14th January, the youngest of five
children of Ezra and Annie Elizabeth (née Priestley).
Ezra was a textile warehouseman, and later a clerk
employed by Bradford Corporation Tramways.
Education clearly mattered to the family. Unusually
for the era, both daughters completed their second-
ary education while the eldest, Julia, attended
university. All three sons studied at Bradford
Grammar School - it is likely they were on scholar-
ships, as around one-third of the pupils were at the
time. Reginald, the eldest, qualified as a doctor at
The London Hospital, while his brother Walter be-
came a dental surgeon. Donald was at Bradford
Grammar from 1910 until 1915, passing through the
Classical forms before he completed his education in
the Higher Commercial Form. He joined the Foreign
Section of the London Joint City & Midland Bank in
Bradford as a Bill Clerk. Although he had not
represented the School at rugby, he was later listed
as having been a member of the School rugby club,
so perhaps joined the Old Boys' club. He was
conscripted in March 1916 and posted to the Army
Reserve. He was called up on 5th May 1917 aged
18 years and 3 months, and received his basic
training in a number of Young Soldier and
Graduated battalions of the Training Reserve, the
last being affiliated to the Northumberland Fusiliers.
On 17th January 1918, Donald arrived in France at
the Overseas Base Depot at Etaples.

Donald’s first postings were short-lived. The
24th/27th Northumberland Fusiliers was disbanded a
few days after his arrival and he was transferred to
the 8th Battalion. In March he was sent to the Field
Ambulance suffering from scabies. This developed
into trench fever and resulted in him being sent
home to recover. He returned to France in
September and on the 13th joined the 12th/13th
Northumberland Fusiliers as one of a draft of 97 re-
inforcements. In the Autumn of 1918 the allies’
counter-attack was gathering pace. Over a period of

11th November 1919

three weeks, Donald was in action in three attacks
and the Germans were driven back several miles. He
received the wound which would cause his death in
an attack on the village of Walincourt, south of
Cambrai. He was struck in the thigh by a high
explosive shell fragment which passed through his
leg, although without breaking any bones. In this
attack 27 men of his battalion were Kkilled, 89
wounded and 24 were unaccounted for.

Following his wound, Donald passed down the
casualty evacuation chain rapidly, reaching a base
hospital at Boulogne the next day. At the end of
October he was transferred to England, to hospitals in
Eastbourne, Liverpool and finally Bradford War
Hospital (St. Luke’s). There his wound was cleaned of
gangrene, a huge adherent scar was excised and a
suture inserted. He was discharged at the end of May
1919 having spent eight months in hospital. Although
his wound was declared healed by a Medical Board,
his degree of disablement was put at 40% and he
testified that he was unable to ‘walk any distance or
stand for any length of time.” Possibly his discharge
was related to a desire to close the War Hospital,
which occurred in July. Alas, the Medical Board’'s
finding was wrong. His death on 11™ November 1919
was attributed to his wound and to ‘General
Septicaemia’. He was buried in Scholemoor
Cemetery. Both his brothers served in the war.
Reggie was a Captain in the R.A.M.C. in 1918; Walter
joined the infantry in the ranks in 1915, won the
Military Medal, and was commissioned in the Royal
Field Artillery. Both survived and after the war they
had practices in Horton.
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