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1895-1919 Aged 23

Lieutenant Army Service Corps Mechanical
Transport.

Harry was the third son of Henry Whitehead, who
was knighted in 1922 for his part in organising the
wool textile industry for war and whose extensive
business empire Harry would have inherited but for
his death following his discharge from the army. The
elder Henry was in every sense a self-made man.
Born to working-class parents near Manchester, he
crossed the Pennines at fifteen to become a clerk
with a Bradford spinner and supported his widowed
mother. At nineteen he joined Messrs. Firth and
Renton. Such were his abilities that he was made an
equal partner (1894) and succeeded to sole pro-
prietorship of the business under his own name. In
1918 he became a one third partner in the Saltaire
Mills and village. He had extensive business
interests in Bradford, Heckmondwike, Scotland and
Australia and at his death in 1928 his estate was
valued at £40 million in modern values.

In 1887 Henry married Alice Mawson, a nurse from
Wath on Dearne who lived in Manningham. Harry
was the youngest of their four children and the third
son, born on 1st November 1895. He attended the
Bradford Grammar School for six years from 1904.
He was an able pupil who did especially well in Art.
After completing Third Classical Upper, in 1910 he
moved to Sedbergh School. There he was described
as ‘a very popular boy, of retiring disposition, with a
strong affection for every healthy outlet of
Sedberghian energy.” He loved the hills and played
at full-back in his House rugby XV. However, his
eldest brother Alfred had died of TB in Australia in
1909 and George died of food poisoning a year later.
In their memory Henry and Alice paid for the
Whitehead Memorial Hall at Heaton Parish Church.
By this time the family home was ‘Hawkswood’ in
Baildon. When Harry left Sedbergh in 1913 he joined
his father in business, and like him he started as a
clerk.

Harry was nineteen when war began, but it was not
until December 1915 that he enlisted as a trainee
lorry driver in the Army Service Corps. Although he
had served in Sedbergh’s O.T.C. he did not apply for
a commission. In late May 1916 he went to France
to serve with the transport of 85th Siege Battery
R.G.A.. After a month a gun carriage crushed his
right foot and he was sent to hospitals in Britain in
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late June. When passed fit for General Service in
October he applied for officer training. He was
described as ‘[tlhoroughly efficient and reliable.” In
March 1917 he was commissioned and returned to
France to command the ammunition column attached
to 249th Siege Battery R.G.A. An officer who knew
him wrote later that, ‘Harry was always very modest
about the work that he did in France, and wished his
family to believe that he was seldom if ever in any
special danger; but | think that you ought to know
that such was by no means always the case. He had
many tasks to carry out which involved at times very
considerable risks, and | should like to take this
opportunity of paying a tribute to the unfailing courage
and cheerfulness with which he undertook the most
disagreeable and risky jobs, always volunteering to
do more than his share.” To be sure he did not serve
in the front line, but his duties required him to lead his
vehicles under fire to supply ammunition and to move
the guns.

Even before the war’s end Henry Whitehead applied
to the War Office for his son’s demobilisation as ‘a
pivotal man’ in the family firm. As Henry was a man of
some influence the request was granted by the
Ministry of National Service and Harry was released
from the Army. While on leave following demobilisa-
tion he took a holiday in Blackpool at the Hotel
Metropole, where he, died from pneumonia resulting
from influenza. He was buried in Nab Wood
Cemetery, Shipley.
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