WALTON
DOWNING

THOMPSON

1895-1918 Aged 22

Lieutenant 3rd (Special Reserve) Battalion
Royal Welsh Fusiliers, attached 1-6th
Battalion Highland Light Infantry.

Walton Thompson was the son of a Baptist Minister,
one of many clergymen’s sons who attended
Bradford Grammar School and who died in the First
World War. He was born in Luton on 10th
September 1895 during his father's ‘fruitful
pastorate of eleven years at the Park Street Baptist
Church there. The Reverend Frank Thompson was
the son of a ship’s carpenter from Maryport in
Cumberland. In 1888 in Bethnal Green he married
Florence Thompson who was born in Bermondsey,
Surrey. Despite their long marriage their only child
was Walton. From Luton the Reverend Thompson
moved to South Street Baptist Church at Greenwich,
and the family lived in Lewisham. Walton attended
Colfe’s Grammar School from 1904 until 1913. His
father moved again in 1913, to the Zion Jubilee
Baptist Church in Bradford, and so Walton also
moved schools. He spent a single year at Bradford
Grammar School, in the Matriculation Form. His
results indicate he was a talented student, coming
first in Latin, French, English, History and Maths,
and fifth in Chemistry. In July 1914 he passed the
Matriculation exam for Leeds University, where he
commenced medical study on 5th October.

With the outbreak of war it is clear that Walton was
keen to do his bit. In November he joined the
university’s O.T.C., and it seems he was frustrated
the following July when he was instructed to resign
in order to continue his medical studies. In
November 1916 he applied for a commission in the
Special Reserve Battalion of the Royal Welsh
Fusiliers and was gazetted Second Lieutenant on
21st January 1916. However, he was already
serving with 10th Company Royal Army Medical
Corps at Fort Pitt, Chatham and his C.O. was un-
willing to part with him until forced to do so. Walton
reported to the Oxford O.T.C. in late January, and
after officer training there he was posted on
attachment to 1/6th Battalion Highland Light Infantry.
He joined his battalion in the Sinai Desert in Egypt

2nd September 1918

on 16th August 1916. Over the next months he was
seconded to the Royal Flying Corps at Aboukir,
returning to 6/HLI at El Arish in January 1917. He was
hospitalized for several weeks during the summer
suffering from Dysentery and burns to his hands,
before he again rejoined his unit for the advance into
Palestine. On 26th November he was slightly
wounded in the face by a bullet.

In April 1918 52nd Highland Division was withdrawn
from the Middle Eastern Expeditionary Force and sent
to the Western Front. It spent May to July acclimatiz-
ing, training and line holding in the Vimy Ridge sector.
During this time Thompson, who was by now a full
Lieutenant, enjoyed a fortnight's home leave, and he
also led two patrols into no man’s land. In late August
the 52nd Highland Division took its part in the general
allied offensive against the Germans. 6/HLI’s orders
were to advance against the Hindeburg Line at Boiry-
Becquerelle, on the south-east outskirts of Arras, ‘to
allow the enemy no respite in this retreat’. However,
the Germans put up a stiff resistance based on
machine-gun posts. On 24th August heavy casualties
were suffered, and on the following day Thompson
received a bullet wound to the head. He was
evacuated to 2nd British Red Cross Hospital in
Rouen, but he could not be saved and died on 2nd
September.
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