MERVYN
GREGORY

RANDALL

1896-1918 Aged 21

Second Lieutenant, M.C., 8th (Service)
Battalion North Staffordshire Regiment.

Mervyn Randall was born on 21st August 1896 in St.
Helier on the island of Jersey. He was the third of six
surviving children born to Ellen Gregory and Charles
Walter Randall. Two more died in infancy. The
Randalls were a brewing family, owning breweries
on both Jersey and Guernsey. In September 1907
Mervyn was sent to school in Bradford. The
connection was Samuel and Elsie Smith who seem
to have been family friends. They lived in Manning-
ham in 1901, where Samuel was a Cashier. In the
1911 Census Mervyn was boarding with them while
at Bradford Grammar School, although they had
moved to Gomersal when Samuel retired and he
had to commute. Mervyn was at B.G.S. for five years
on the Modern side, and in 1908 his younger brother
Owen joined him. Mervyn's best subjects were
History and Geography, however his academic
record was moderate. In 1912 the brothers left
Bradford, and Mervyn at least went to Felsted
School in Essex until 1915. He was in Montgomery
House and ‘from the first was a certainty for their tug
of war team.’

On 15th January 1915, aged eighteen years five
months, Mervyn enlisted in the recently raised Public
School Battalion of the Royal Naval Division. Over
the following three years he would see extensive
fighting. He disembarked with Hawke Battalion at
Helles Beach, Gallipoli, in late May and served there
as Acting Leading Seaman until January 1916,
experiencing drought and swarms of flies over the
summer, then severe cold in November. For the first
three months of 1916 Mervyn was part of the
garrison of the island of Mudros serving as Anti-
Aircraft Gun Crew. He returned to the R.N.D. base at
Blandford, Dorset in August 1916 and very soon
after he successfully applied for a commission. On
1st December he reported to No. 12 Officer Cadet
Battalion at Newmarket and was awarded his
commission on 28th March 1917.

Second Lieutenant Randall was posted to 8th
Battalion North Staffordshire Regiment, joining ‘A’
Company in Belgium on 2nd June in time to
participate in their advances on 6-7th June in the
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Battle of Messines. Again on 20th September he saw
action in the ‘Tower Hamlets’ sector of the Ypres
Salient, and was also appointed Battalion Signalling
Officer. In 1918, 8/North Staffords fought against the
first three drives of the German Spring Offensive. In
March he was awarded the M.C. for his conduct, ‘for
conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty in rallying
and taking forward 800 yards a mixed crowd of men
of all battalions to a position, from which he kept back
the enemy until ordered to withdraw. Again he
displayed great gallantry in holding the forward edge
of a village, even after the enemy had got through on
his flank and was in the village behind him.’ In April
he fought near Kemmel in Belgium, then in May IX
Corps was sent to the Champagne area to
recuperate. The Germans attacked along the River
Aisne on 27th May. 8/North Staffords conducted an
orderly withdrawal until on 6th June it helped stem the
last German thrust against a ridge which was the key
to the defence of Reims. Randall’s servant reported
he was hit by shrapnel and died two hours later. He
wrote that ‘He seemed a tower of strength to all the
boys, for some are no more than boys’. This tribute
was also paid to him: ‘Conscientious, keen and hard-
working, his signallers were everything to him, and
very well he did run them, and | think they repaid him
by the way they worked for him. He inspired everyone
with the same courage that he had himself.’
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