JOHN
LEONARD

METCALFE

1876-1918 Aged 41

Private 204116, ‘C’ Company 1/4th Battalion
Duke of Wellington’s West Riding Regiment.

John Metcalfe’s parents John and Catherine were
both from Bingley. During the 1860s they moved to
Bradford where the elder John worked as cashier for
a worsted spinner and manufacturer. For more than
thirty years they lived at St. Andrews Place off
Listerhills Road. John and Catherine had five
children, three daughters followed by two sons. John
Leonard Metcalfe was the elder of the sons, born
near the end of 1876. He started in the B.G.S. Junior
School in 1886 when he was nine; he left in July
1892 aged fifteen after one year in the Senior
School, in First Modern. In that year he did well
enough to gain an honourable mention for the form
prize. Among his subjects was Book-keeping (he
came fifth) and after school John followed in his
father’'s profession as a cashier for a company of
Bradford woolcombers. He continued to live with his
parents until he married Louisa Oates in 1904. She
was from Normanton, Wakefield, where her father
Fred had been a publican. He was successful
enough to live ‘on his own means’ after retiring, and
when he died in 1891 to leave his widow and eight
children comfortably off. They moved to Shipley,
which was where John and Louisa were married.
They set up house at 120 Harrogate Road in Under-
cliffe and had one child, a daughter named Kathleen.

John was in his late thirties when war broke out and
probably felt that fighting could be left to younger
men. He was conscripted on 29th August 1916 at
the age of 39. Unlike many conscripts of that period
he was not rushed to France to replace the
casualties of the Somme with only the basic twelve
weeks training. When he was posted to ‘C’ Company
1/4th Battalion Duke of Wellington’'s West Riding
Regiment is not known, but it was not until 1917. As
part of 49th West Riding Division the battalion had a
relatively quiet year until it was called into the later
stages of the Third Battle of Ypres to attack the
lower part of the Passchendaele Ridge on 9th
October. Metcalfe may have been involved in this
battle which took place in appalling conditions.

11th April 1918

By the end of March 1918 the first blow of the
German Spring Offensive which commenced on
March 21st 1918 was running out of steam. General
Ludendorff ordered a second assault code-named
‘Georgette’ to strike at the important rail centre of
Hazebrouck to the south of Ypres. On 9th April the
German blow fell upon and routed an over-stretched
Portuguese division, and the next day 49th Division
was moved south from Ypres and fed piecemeal into
battle. Metcalfe’s battalion was engaged at Erquing-
hem to cover a crossing over the River Lys.
Metcalfe’s ‘C’ Company suffered severe casualties
from artillery and machine-gun fire and was nearly cut
off when orders to retire did not get through and the
units on the flanks fell back. Metcalfe was almost
certainly wounded during this action as he died on the
following day, the 11th, at a Casualty Clearing Station
located more than eighteen miles away at La Kreule
near Hazebrouck. He must have been evacuated
there by ambulance. During the 10th April fighting a
fellow member of 'C’ Company stretcher bearer
Private Arthur Poulter won the Victoria Cross for his
bravery carrying in ten wounded men on his back and
dressing the wounds of forty more under heavy fire. It
is possible that Metcalfe was one of them. Poulter
was an employee of Timothy Taylor's Brewery in
Keighley.

Metcalfe was buried in the military cemetery at La
Kreule. His wife Louisa did not remarry and when she
died in 1955 John was remembered on her grave in
Shipley’s Nab Wood Cemetery.

Old Bradfordians—’'We will remember them’
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military-cemetery,-hazebrouck/>. For Louisa Metcalfe’s tomb, see <https://www.iwm.org.uk/memorials/item/
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This biography was researched and composed by Nick Hooper in March 2018. For further information, con-
tact Nhooper1956@googlemail.com, or see <http://www.bradfordgrammar.com/former-pupils/bradford-
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Private Arthur Poulter was awarded the Victoria Cross
(Britain’s highest award for bravery) for gallantly
carrying ten wounded comrades to safety amid intense fire,
during the great German offensive of the First World War

in April 1918. Before the war he worked at Taylor’s
maltings carrying sacks of barley, and his photograph still
adorns the brewery walls to this day. So, it's with pride
that we can pay tribute to this hero with a Porter
as full of character as he was. Here's to you Arthur!
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