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1st July 19161st July 19161st July 1916   Thomas 

humphries 

Second Lieutenant, 15th (Service) Battalion 
Leeds ‘Pals’. 

Tom Humphries was born on 15th November 1896. 
His father Edward Walter Humphries was a partner 
in the Bradford printing business of Percy Lund, 
Humphries & Co. Originally from Wootton Bassett in 
Wiltshire, Edward married Elizabeth Beresford in 
1888 in Norwich, where he worked for the large    
printing and book-binding business of Jarrolds.    
Percy Lund, the owner of a Bradford printing firm, 
wrote to invite him to become joint managing director 
in order to reinvigorate the company’s activities. The 
invitation was a success for both men.  

Edward and Elizabeth already had a daughter and  
son, Ruth and Eric, when they moved to Bradford. 
Tom and a sister Dora were born after the move. 
Tom started at Bradford Grammar School’s junior 
department in 1905, a few weeks before his ninth 
birthday. His annual results suggest he did not, on 
the whole, take to the school. His best placing was 
sixteen out of thirty, but in his final year (1910-11) he 
was bottom of a class of thirty-one, although it is to 
be suspected that he knew he was to move. He was 
sent to St. George’s, Harpenden in Hertfordshire, a 
co-educational boarding school run on Christian 
principles. It had been re-located from Keswick in 
the Lake District as recently as 1907. Tom was  
nearly fifteen when he changed schools, and he later 
became a prefect. However, he was not yet eighteen 
when the war began so his education was inter-
rupted. Although he was under age, in October 1914 
he enlisted as private 2824 in ‘C’ Company (the ‘Old 
Boys’ company) of the Bradford Territorials, the 6th 
Battalion West Yorkshire Regiment. Eric, who was 
two years older, was a lance-corporal in the same 
battalion, making it possible that they joined up    
together. They were soon parted, however; Eric was 
selected for a commission in March 1915 and       
returned to the 6/West Yorkshire as a Second    
Lieutenant in 1916; Tom accompanied his battalion 
to France in mid-April, serving at the front until he 
was discharged for officer training in late November 
1915. At the end of January he was posted to the 
Leeds ‘Pals’, the 15/West Yorkshire, joining them in 
France in June 1916. He would be with them for only 
three weeks. 

1896-1916 Age 19 

The Leeds ‘Pals’ part in the ‘Great Advance’, as the 
Bradford newspapers described it, was to lead 93      
Brigade’s attack, with the 1st and 2nd Bradford ‘Pals’ 
following behind. They left their billets in Bus-les-
Artois at 6.00 p.m. on 30th June to make their way to 
the front line, which they reached early the next  
morning. The night was cold and the men had no 
greatcoats with them. Two of the Leeds ‘Pals’ four 
companies were to take position in no man’s land in 
two waves at 07.20 and 07.25 a.m. to await Zero 
hour at 07.30 a.m. However, a serious flaw in the 
planning meant that the British bombardment lifted 
from the German front line at 07.20, which allowed 
the German defenders to man their parapet with   
impunity and to open fire. When the survivors of the 
leading waves got to their feet, they were swept 
away by the storm of fire, as were the two following 
companies. Thirteen of 15th battalion’s officers were 
killed, including the England footballer Evelyn Lintott 
and the cricketer Major Booth; the remaining eleven 
were wounded (of whom two later died). Tom     
Humphries’ body was not identifiable when no man’s 
land could finally be cleared in 1917, and his name is 
on the Thiepval Memorial to the Missing. 

His brother Eric was awarded the Military Cross for 
bravery in 1917. He went on to become managing 
director of Lund Humphries following his father’s   
suicide, and he later received an O.B.E. 
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