WALTER
KILSHAW

NEWTON

1896-1918 Aged 22

Second Lieutenant 10th Battalion (Service)
West Yorkshire Regiment.

Walter was born on 3rd February 1896 at the
Bavaria Hotel, Silver Street, Heaton, where his
father Isaac was the publican. Both Isaac and
Walter's mother Margaret (nee Kilshaw) were from
Lancashire and had moved to Bradford where in
1891 Margaret was a domestic servant and Isaac
worked in a silk mill. They married in 1894 and
Walter was the first of their four children, one of
whom died in childhood. Later Isaac took on the
Mowbray Arms, Lily Street, Manningham where
Walter lived while he attended Bradford Grammar
School. He was in the Modern Forms for three years
from 1909 until 1912, and he did well in Maths,
French and German. He left school aged sixteen to
be apprenticed to a wool merchant as a ‘wool sorter
and classer’ (1911).

Walter was eighteen when war began, and it was not
until 4th December 1915 that he attested for service
when he was two months short of his twentieth
birthday. His medical inspection shows he was a
well-built young man for the time, around 5 feet 8
inches tall and weighing 147 Ibs. He was called up
on 12th March 1916 when he was posted to the 20th
Battalion West Yorkshire Regiment as Private
20/243—on 1st September under the re-organisation
of training this became 89th Training Reserve
Battalion and Walter's number 5/76135. In June he
was appointed Lance Corporal, and then he was
accepted for officer training. He reported to No.7
Officer Cadet Battalion at Fermoy near Cork on 4th
November. He gave his father’s occupation on his
application as ‘Hotel Proprietor’ rather than the less
socially acceptable occupation of ‘publican’. He was
commissioned into the Special Reserve on 1st
March 1917.

Second Lieutenant Walter Newton went to France
on 23rd April 1917. He served first with 17th
Battalion West Yorkshire Regiment (2nd Leeds), a
‘Bantam’ battalion formed of men under the
regulation minimum height. During 1917 this unit
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saw action during the Third Battle of Ypres, then it
amalgamated with 15/West Yorkshire on 16th
November. Newton was not mentioned in 17th
battalion’s war diary, and at some point he transferred
to the 10/West Yorkshire. The earliest reference to
him was on the night of 22nd/23rd January 1918
when he was wounded whilst part of a wiring party.
The telegram informing his parents of his admission
to First General Hospital at Etretat described the
injury as ‘severe gun shot wound right side’. He made
a remarkably rapid recovery, was discharged to duty
on 1st March and returned to the front on the 21st.

This was the day that the long-expected German
Spring Offensive started. At first the 10/West
Yorkshire held its ground south-west of Cambrai but
was then ordered to withdraw to conform with the
retreat of units on its flanks. As it fell back part of the
battalion became separated and one party was over-
run and Lieutenant Colonel Simner taken prisoner.
Following a retirement of nearly 25 miles in seven
days, the survivors of 10/West Yorkshire held the
front at Bouzincourt (west of the old British front line
of 1916) from 27th to 31st March. Newton was killed
in action on their last day in the line. His body was not
recovered for burial and his name is recorded among
the missing on the Arras Memorial.
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